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IPOH: The 135th anniversary feast
of the Church of St Michael was
a celebration of fellowship, faith,
unity, and love.

In line with the jubilee year’s
theme, Faith, Hope and Charity
with St Michael — 135 Years and
Beyond, the parish lived out its
commitment through 150 Acts of
Love, carried out by ministries,
families, and individuals in service
of others.

The Mass on September 27 was
preceded by a triduum, celebrat-
ed by Claretian missionary from
India, Fr Kulanthai Selvan, CMF,
who currently serves in Miri,
Sarawak; R Fr Peter Chin, CSsR,
a son of St Michael’s parish;
and Msgr Jude Miranda, Vicar
General of the Diocese of Penang,
who was also the main celebrant of
the Feast.

The Mass was concelebrated by
Msgr Stephen Liew; Fr Andrew
Wong, CDD; Fr Anthony Heng,
CDD; Fr Francis Andrew, and pa-
rish priest, Fr Aloysius Tan, with
Deacon Charles Lazaroo assisting.

In his homily, Msgr Jude reflect-
ed that 135 years marked not just
a milestone, but a living legacy of
faith built by parishioners and cler-
gy. “Pray that this legacy of faith
we hold will be enhanced, and let
our faith shine in our hearts,” he

He reminded the faithful that
even amid scepticism and hedon-
ism, there is always hope. “God
knows you, even though you may
try to hide from Him. You must
know who Jesus is, to know your-
self. This determines our destiny
and clarifies the purpose of our
lives, contributing to God’s mis-
sion,” he said.

Drawing from the story of
Nathaniel’s encounter with Jesus,
Msgr Jude encouraged the faithful
to become “disciples of hope”
who share the Good News with
others. “People will see the love
and peace of Christ in us, and they
will be drawn to join us. Are we
enthusiastic and joyful, filled with
the Spirit of God that leads us to
the Father? Share your faith story
freely, and Jesus will be alive in the
eyes of others,” he said.

He added that angels, especially
St Michael the Archangel, are signs
of God’s presence, carrying mes-
sages of peace, healing, and libera-
tion. “Pray that we never forget the
beauty of our faith,” he urged.

At the offertory, besides bread
and wine, symbolic gifts were pre-
sented: a booklet of the 150 Acts
of Love, a globe cake signifying
fidelity and love, and a fruit basket
representing fruitful works.
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After Mass, the Blessed
Sacrament was carried in a
decorated float through the streets
of Ipoh. The procession was led
by the Salib, which arrived at St
Michael’s on Sept 15, followed by
candle bearers, altar servers, the
parish banner, thurifer, flower girls,
choirs, priests, and parishioners.
Another vehicle carried the statues
of Our Lady and St Michael the
Archangel.
Parishioners,

holding  lighted
candles, prayed the Rosary
throughout the procession
and knelt on the streets during
Benediction, which was given
twice. The procession concluded
back at the church with a final
Benediction.

At the close, parish priest
Fr Aloysius expressed gratitude to
God for 135 years of blessings, for
the weather, the presence of priests
and people, and for the organising
team who worked tirelessly to en-
sure the feastday’s success.

The celebration ended with a fel-
lowship dinner, uniting the parish
community in thanksgiving,

St Pio, Ulu Tiram draws over 1 ,000 pllgrlms

ULU TIRAM, Johor: More than
1,200 pilgrims and devotees
from  Malaysia,  Singapore,
and Indonesia gathered at the
Sanctuary of St Pio to celebrate
the Solemnity of St Pio of
Pietrelcina, marking a week filled
with prayer, unity, and spiritual
renewal.

The celebration began with a
three-day Triduum, September
18-20, at the Church of the
Holy Family, Ulu Tiram. Each
evening focused on an aspect
of St Pio’s life — as a man of
prayer, hope, trust, and mercy.
The reflections were led by Friar
Michael Raymond, OFM Cap,
whose Franciscan simplicity and
spiritual depth drew the faithful
into a deeper encounter with God.
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Capuchm ﬁ'mrs celebrating the Mass with Deacon Steve Wong assisting

during the Solemnity of St Pio.

The feast day was made

counter with God throughout the

L)

T MIGHAELS CHURCH

_|LAT
| CHOIR

IPOH: The Church of St Michael
(SMC) marked its historic 135th
anniversary by offering 150 Acts
of Love, a parish-wide initiative of
charity and hope.

The idea was introduced by parish
priest, Fr Aloysius Tan, at the start of
this jubilee year of Hope. Parishion-
ers were invited to carry out acts of
kindness — both spiritual and practi-
cal — that would bring hope to oth-
ers and deepen their own faith.

These ‘Acts of Love’ were de-
signed to inspire and encourage
those who felt “dry”” in their faith, re-
kindling zeal for spiritual growth and
allowing Jesus to become “alive” in
daily life. By entrusting difficulties
and challenges to Christ, many pa-
rishioners discovered new peace and
joy, while extending God’s mercy to
others.

Though the parish initially set a
target of 135 acts, the community
surpassed expectations, reaching 150
by the time of the feastday celebra-
tions. A banner listing all these acts
was displayed outside the parish hall.

The acts benefited individuals,
families, organisations, and causes
in need. They ranged from simple
daily practices — such as praying for
the sick and sharing the Gospel with
non-Catholics — to practical works
of mercy like assisting families in

Msgr Jude Miranda holding up the 150 Acts of Love booklet.

financial need, supporting the Orang
Asli community, and even help-
ing elderly parishioners with house
cleaning. These ‘Acts of Love’, done
in joyful trust in the Lord, continue to
bear fruit as parishioners generously
contribute monthly to help the needy.

Other initiatives included:

@ Welfare aid for Orang Asli

families with sick children.

® Donations to Ray of Hope for

the training of children with spe-

cial needs.

@ Support for Caritas Malaysia.

@ Contributions to Mill Hill

Missionary Fr Elvost Lunchi,

serving the Kachi Kholi com-

munity in Hyderabad, Pakistan.

® Sponsorship of poor children

and students in Ipoh, Myanmar,

and Nepal.

® Monthly donations to the

National ~ Cancer  Society,

UNICEF, and the World Wild-

life Fund.

® Emergency food aid to Orang

Asli communities in Kelantan.

Fr Aloysius expressed gratitude to
God for the blessings of 135 years,
not only as a church but also as a
family that brings hope to others.
“What counts is our faith in Jesus —
trusting and depending on Him, and
handing ourselves over to God,” he
said.
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