EEN W04 [August)

Wha are the Eveérgroens?
The Evergreens i 8 group of senior parsons reaching oul (o sthers o the pist of Christian love, based
an tho Pansh of the Church of 51 Michae!, Ipoh.

Who manages the Evergreens?
A Managemen! Commitiee is slacted avery thres years at an Anncal Goneral Mecling. It guides the
Evergreens within the approved Rules and Resulations

Who comprises the Management Committes?
The current Managemen) Commitles, from AGH 2011- AGKM 2044, comprizes:

Preziden Farizh Priest, SMC Few Fr. Slephen Liew
Chasrperson: Brian Hills 0i4-906 1713

Wice Chairperson Peter Cheah 012.518 7a%

Secrelary Theresa Femandes O1e-457 7185

Treasursd Frandis Y 012-515 6E0S

Commiites Membar Francis Khoo C16-512 4505

Committes Member Henry Hoy D16-521 2548

Cammitiee BMember Peler Goon 012-463 7549

Commities Membaor Joanne Low G17-480 5163 (March 2012)
Comemities Mamibar Shirley Cubfnar 016-540 1742 [January 2013)

Rep of Pansh Priest Sr Darcthy Khaw 018-504 5807 (Febmuary 2014)
How did the Evergreens come to bo?

Thas is bost answared by 'A brief history of SMC Evergreens.’

in March 2000, Rev. Fr. Dr. Paul Chin, Parnsh Priest of SMC, decided 1o estabBish an organization
devated to Ihe sensors of the pasish.

An informal meeting hals on April 18, 2000 was allended by 11 persans.  Fr Chin outlined his ideas -
an arganizalion especially for senicrs where they could meel, imteract and hold evienls laikoned to
sonior persons,  He suggested various guideiings, and a provisional name — “The Evergreen Group”.
The arganization was 1o be open ta parishiongrs aged S0 and above from any of the Catholic parishes
of ipoh.  Mon-Catholics could also join the group bt could ned be Offcs Bearors.  Such items as
subscriphions, cost of events, cost of food served (f any) was to be kept 1o a minimum so that all
eligible persons could take pard no matter whal their financial standing.  The ideas and guidelines
receved general approval. The 11 mierested persons wara: Lioned Chow, Albert Cheaw, Mirdam Pos
[Cheaw], Alice Thong, Grace Lam, Francis Lam, Willlam Wong, Dr James Teh, Domnic Yong, Alian
Cheng and Brian Hills.

A formal meating held on May 20, 2000 wes atlended by 35 parsons.  The suggested guidelines, with
some modifcatons and addtions from the Meating, were approved unanimously,  Tha name became
the “Evergreans” informally and "SMC Evergreens” for official purposes. A Management Commities
wins formed

The 18! Commitiea Meebing was held on Jene 15, 2000 and Mectings have been held  regulany ever
since.  The first "gel-iogether was held on June 29, 2000 and the Charpesson first repeesoented the
Evergreens on the Parish Pastoral Coundl on Oclober 21, 2000,

The Parish Priests of SMC have all been supportive of the Evergreens. In 2006, at the request of Fr.
M. Cheah, a sel of Rulecs and Regulabions incarporating the guidelines was prepared.  Thoy were
adopled in October 2006 (subsequently revised on 1st January 2012). House Rules were pul in place
soon afier (now in the process of revision). In June 2006, Fr Cheah prowdod an old bungalow on the
church grounds as a clubhouse. It was renovaled and re-painted and is now called the "OAK - an
oak tree is pan of the Evergreens’ logo.  Fr Cheah also put the "Annex’, a building adjacent to the
OAK, under the care of the Evergreens — i is availablo for functions of the Evergreens and ofher
groups of SMC. In 2010, the Parish and the Evergreens negoliated an Agreement regarding the
responsibiliiees of each party wilh regond to the QAK. The Agreement is now under re-newal

What do do the Evergreens do?

The Managemen! Commitiees have tried o onganize ol least one major activity each month. Such
activities include visils to 51 Anne's Shrine, Bukil Mertajam, the Orang Asl villages, Markel Sales,
Ereakfasts, Lunch gel-togethers, a Irip to Malzcca, a trip to the Hakka Settlemen! al Balik Pulau
Penang and various outreach programs in the Lent and Advent seasons such as donating school
uniforms to needy chidren. Each year the Evergreens organizés an Annual Dinner (usually in
November). The Evergreens have aigo exchanged visils with the seniors groups of the Church of St
Anne (S5AS-BM), Church of S5t Joseph (Balu Gajah) and Church of the Immaculate Conceplion
(SuperSeniorZ-Penang). Evergreens also visited the Catholic Seniors Fallowship (Malacea) and
received a vist from the Church of the Visitation, (VSPF-Seremban),

Regular activities currently include line-dancing. Mandann classes, harmonica playing, and several
games are available on an almost daily basis. There is also a sharna/discussion group.  The current
tme-table of activitios at the Oak is

Maonday Shanng Life, Shaning Gospel Values 10.30 am = 1200 pm
Tuesday Gamas Room 12.00 pm = 5.00 pm
Wednesday Line dancing (Peter Pang Hall) 10.00 am = 11.30 am
Games Room 12.00 pm - 5.00 pm
Thursday Mandann Classes 11.00 am = 12.00 pm
Gamas Room 12.00 pm - 5.00 pm
Allernoon Games 2.30 pm = 400 pm
Line dancing (Feter Pang Hall) 8.00 pm = 10,00 pm
Friday Games Room 12.00 pm = 5.00 pm
Saturday Mandarin Classes 11.00 am = 12.00 pm

10.30 am — 12.00 pm

Harmonica qup occasional)
11.30 am = 2,00 pm

Sunday Karaoke (17 and 3* Sunday only)

Biliards/snooker, Table-lennis, Carom, Darts and much more are avalable on request.  Thess
activities are generaily provided without axira charge. although there am exenplions.

How do | bacome a MemberT?

Obtain a Membership Apphcation Form from the Secrelary, togelher with a copy of the Rules and
Regulations, and submit 1o the Secretary the completed Form {with 2 passport photographs attached)
signed by two Proposers together with dhe Annual Subscripbon Foo of RM12.00. The fes is
renewable in January of sach calendar year. The Secretary will inform you when your Application has
beon accepted by the Managemen! Commilttes and hand you a Membershep Card conlaining your



NEWS FROM SMC EVERGREENS

Racént Events:

May 7% saw a bus full of Members and friends depart SMC a1 6 30 am for a day tnp 1o Penang 1o visit
the Khoo Kongsi and the Hakka Village al Balk Pulau whoro wore wo senved a traditional lunch.
Marny vowed 12 go again when the durians are m season’

May 25, and we had a lunch-lime get-together ot the Annex 1o colebrate Parents’ Day. Soma 75
Members allended the fun and gameés!

A Breakfast get-together was hold on June 29" al the Annex wilh 13 Members of the VSPF senicrs
group of the Church of the Visitation, Seremban who were visiting lpoh.  An enpoyable sxchange of
ideas took place. 60 of 50 Members attended.

On July 30 a bus load of Members and friends joined with the SMC Legion of Mary for our
radiignal day pilgnmage to the Shrine of 5t Anne at the Church of 5t Anno, Bukil Mertajam.
Mass was celebrated at 11.30 am by Fr Augustine Wong, The Novena and Feast Day was delayed
by one week this year in an attemp! 1o avoid the heavy froffic resulting from the overlapping schedule
of the celebration of Hari Raya Eid el Fitri and the Novena

Monday July 14" was the launching of a new activity for Members called Sharing Life, Sharing
Gospel Values. Sr Dorothy Khaw, RGS, is the Moderator and guides the group in the sharing of
varous incidents from the life of Members, relating the experiencos o the values of the Gospels. The
group meels every Monday al the OAK at 10.30 am.

Board Games. another new activity, which commenced on Thursday July 37, are under the gudance
of Jennifer Duarte and Theresa Fernandes.  Scrabble, dominogs olc are played. Come, relax and

enjoy the friendy competition
Coming Events;

Parish Event for 2014 is the Orang Asli Project. This event was suggested by ou Parish Priast
and approved by the Pansh Counal in January 2014,  The Project inibally is 10 assist one kampong 10
up-grade its standard of living by restoning electric ight to each house, 1o provide simple bathrooms
and todiets, 1o improve the water supply, 1o provide medical advice especially 1o young women, 1o teach
simple agricultural techniques 1o grow cash crops, to buld a small community hall for mestings,
handscrafts, etc and many others. Our Chairperson, Brian Hills, is on the organizing committee and is
spear-heading a drive for small personal donations 1o buy ‘junghe shoes” for the people and also to buy
school uniforma for the new School year commancing in 2015, A donaton of RM20 will buy 5 pairs of
shocs. a donabion of HMS0 will go a long way 10 buying a school undosm.  Donations can be made
through Brian, or direct to the Parish Office.  Rocoipts will be issued. Treat this a3 o pan of your out-
rémch for 201475 to the poor and needy.

Next Fellowship Get-together:  Moon Cake and Lantern Festval Deladls under discussion,

Hext Duting: The Management Commilles i3 conaidenng organiring a 2-doys-1-night Inp 1o Malacca
with a break in Seremban o mest the VSPF group. Detadls to be announced.

The Annual General Meeting of Mambars will bo held in the Annex on November 16™ commencing
al 11.3 am. Tha term (3 years) of the cument Management Commities comes to an end at Ihis AGHM
and there will be Voting for a new Managoment Commitiee. Lunch will be taken after the AGML

Next Fellowship Gel-together. Moon Cake and Lantern Festival Octails under discussion.

Mext Quting: The Management Commttco is considenn, orgamzng 2 2-days-1-night tn6p to Malacca
with a begak m Seremban 1o meel the VSPF group.  Details fo bo announced

The Annual General Meating of Members wil be held in the Annex on November 167 commaencing
at 11.30 am. The term (3 years) of the currend Managemen] Commifiee comes o an end at this AGM
and thara will be Voting for a new Management Committes. Lunch will be laken afior the AGM.

Plannad (futurc) Activities under considerabon:
Heaith taks and subjects of genaral interes!
Demonsitrations of craftwork, arl, pholography, cooking &ic

Cutings Lo evenisplaces of intenest
Volunteer Group

Volunteers required for the Planned (future) Activities:

1. Persons willling (o gowve demonsirations of craftwork, ant, photography, cooking eic
2. Retired Nurses walling 1o give blood pressure checks. blood sugar checks elc

3. Wan drivers 1o bring to Church those who have dfficulty with ranspon
Volunteers please inform any member of the Committes.



