Holy Father’s Lenten Message 2014

He became poor, 5o that by his poverty you might become rich (cf. 2 Cor 8:9).

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

St. Paul was writing to the Christians of Corinth to encourage them to be generous in heiping the faithful in Jerusalem
who were in need. What do these words of Saint Paul mean for us Christians today? What does this invitation to poverty,
a lite of evangelical poverty, mean to us today?

Christ's grace

t shows us how God works. He does not reveal himself cloaked in worldly power and wealth but rather in weakness and
poverly: “though He was rich, yet for your sake he became poor..." Jesus is rich in the same way as a child who feels
loved and who loves his parents, without doubting their love and tenderness for an instant. There is only one reat kind
of poverty: not living as chitdren of God and brothers and sisters in Christ.

Our witness
In imitation of our Master, we Christians are called to confront the poverty of our brothers and sisters, to touch it, to
make it our own and to take practical steps to alleviate it.

Destitution is not the same as poverty: destitution is poverty without. taith, without support, without hope. There are
three types of destitution: material, moral and spiritual.

Material destitution is what is normally called poverty, and affects those living in conditions opposed to human dignity.
n response to this destitution, the Church offers her help -in the poor and outcast we see Christ's face; by loving and
heiping the poor, we love and serve Christ. Our consciences thus need to be converted to justice, equality, simplicity
and sharing, No less a concern is Moral destitution, which consists in slavery to vice and sip. How much pain is caused
in families because one of their members-often a young person-is in thrall to alcohol, drugs, gambling or pornography!
And how many are plunged into this destitution by unjust social condlitions, by unemployment, which takes away their
dignity as breadwinners and by lack of equal access to education and health care. This type of destitution, which also
causes financial ruin is invariably linked to the Spiritual destitution which we experience when we tum away from God
and reject his love. The Gospel is the real antidote to spiritual destitution: that God is greater than our sinfulness, that he
freely loves us at all times and that we are made fur communicn and eternal life. The Lord asks us to be joyous heralds
of ’[hi‘-‘ message of mercy and hope!

n expressing this hope, | pray thet each individual member of the faithful and every Church community will undertake
a fruitful Lenten journey. | ask all of you to pray for me.

May the Lord bless you and Qur Lady keep you safe.

Abridged version. Full message at www.vatican.va
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